
The Power of Technique: reflections of an auditor "around" Heidegger's thinking 

An article about the "power of Technique" of Heidegger, led me to reflect on some aspects that 
concern everyday life. In fact, we are all immersed in a technological way, but often we do not 
adequately evaluate its possible consequences or interrelationships. 

The phrase by Heidegger that set the reasoning in motion is the one referring to his conviction 
that "the greatest danger of his time is due to the progressive uni-dimensionality of reason that 
makes technical thinking and acting the one and only way of being in the world of man". 

In fact, the desire to rely on the exclusive functioning of a system of a software, is not the will to 
tend to a process of objectification that makes every entity, including man, an instrument in view 
of an end? 

How many actions do we delegate to technology? How much power does a technological structure 
have over our capacity for subjectification?  According to Heidegger, "from the point of view of 
power, technique and network are inseparable, so much so that every technology is in itself a 
quasi-finite network of relations ordered and regulated by the power of the network itself and 
since the question of technique is as old as the dominion of man over fire, the network can no 
longer be thought of as the fashion of the new millennium but as a topic worthy of philosophical 
investigation". 

The power of technique doesn't act through violent and determined actions but, nevertheless, it is 
able to order, regulate and identify connections, information exchanges and actions of individual 
components. It is a totalitarian but decentralized power, continuous but discreet, individualizing 
and dissociating. 

Where did these reflections lead me? Certainly not to an answer. Heidegger himself tells us little 
or nothing about "possible other viable paths," let alone me. However, I have come up with my 
own very personal idea: I do not believe that a system, however perfect, can ever replace the 
genius of the individual as a "unique and unrepeatable" being, found in every single person. 

And to stay in my field: do you really think that a software will ever replace that set of skills such 
as experience, knowledge of the client, the ability to discern, which lead to a reasonable judgment 
on the financial statements and that make any professional a true auditor? 
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